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The Project

The aim of the project was to gather data which could be used to scope the design and development
of tools to support educators in facilitating assessments of the impact of their courses on
entrepreneurial skills and attitudes.

4 Stages:

1. Background Research

2. Tool Review

3. Policy Review

4. Delphi Study



Background Research

• Systematic literature review based on Nabi et al. 2017.

• 322 Articles –> 18 met our criteria.

• Some pedagogical development, but most courses still using more traditional methods of delivery.

• Only 2 papers presented any longitudinal exploration of the data; very limited context provided.



Tool Review

• 21 Online assessment tools from around the world.

• Diverse mixture of tools suitable for different applications. Most had some form of academic pedigree.

• Most were designed to offer ‘snapshots’ of an individuals personality, competence, or behaviour. 



Policy Review

• Majority of institutions included EntEd-related activity 
in their TEF submissions.

• HE-BCI survey results showed around 4,000 business 
starts each year, with 38.3 new-starts per institution 
in 2017/2018. Active companies had an average 
of 1.9 FTE employees and estimated turnover of 
£53,506.

• 3 of the 10 highest ranking institutions for new-start 
businesses in 2017/2018 were specialist art, music, 
dance, or drama institutions.

• This increased to 6 of the top 10 when a proxy for the 
proposed new Knowledge Excellence Framework 
(KEF) metric for student entrepreneurship was 
applied.



Delphi Study

• Short-fat Delphi study which ran from mid-July to the end of August.

• 3 areas – impact, measurement and tools.

• 10 questions. 

• Only 8 respondents…

Impacts Measurement Tools

Lots of discussion around 
measures, a general consensus that 
skills, attitudes and behaviours 
should be explored alongside 
venture creation. 

Lots of debate around whether 
impact should be measured vs. a 
greater focus on other holistic 
approaches.

That said, general consensus that 
there were reasons to measure it 
but, that it needed to be explored 
over longer time-horizons

The use of existing tools was 
limited to a small group of more 
well known solutions.

Tools needed to be easy to 
use/learn, quick to complete, 
customisable and produce data 
that was easy to interpret.



Further Work…

• Deeper analysis of tools to explore approaches and features, the goal 
being to assess this landscape in more detail and identify any gaps for 
development.

• Repeat the policy analysis using most recently available data.

• Repeat the Delphi study, perhaps in a different format, to encourage 
more participation and collect more data.



Thank you for listening, we look forward to your questions.

The team would like to thank EEUK for funding the project and 
supporting our work.


