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Can Design Thinking
be a new teaching approach to 
Entrepreneurship Education?



Why?



Company creation seize Opportunities
Acting 

Entrepreneurially 

Objectives in Entrepreneurship Education



European Commission (2012). Rethinking education: investing in skills for better socio-economic outcomes, p. 39

“The overall goal of entrepreneurship 

education is to give students the 

attitudes, knowledge and skills to 

act in an entrepreneurial way, for 

either a commercial or non-commercial 

objective.” 



HOW?



Neck, H. M., & Greene, P. (2011). Entrepreneurship education: known 
worlds and new frontiers. Journal of Small Business Management, 

49(1), 55-70. 

“(…)entrepreneurship should 
be taught as a method and not 
as a process, thus teaching a 
way of thinking and acting”



Types of reasoning:

Image source: http://www.experiencepoint.com/ourapproach

Deductive (conclusion guaranteed) 

if x = 4  
And if y = 1 

Then 2x + y = 9

Inductive (conclusion merely likely)

Abductive 
(taking your best shot) 



Brown, T. (2008). Design Thinking. Harvard Business Review, p. 

“(…)design thinking is a 
discipline that uses the 

designer´s sensibility and 
methods to match people’s 

needs with what is 
technologically feasible and 

what a viable business 
strategy can convert into 
customer value and market 

opportunity.”
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Act Entreprenurially Course
Our Students…



Challenge: “How can we 
improve the quality of life 

of our campus?”



Act Entreprenurially Course
Our Process…



Act Entreprenurially Course
Our Process…



Act Entreprenurially Course
Our Process…



Students’ feedback: 

• More motivation and satisfaction 
with their overall performance;  

• Better balance between theory 
and practice;



What we have learned: 

• Creation of a classroom culture 
that fosters collaboration, 
creativity and autonomy;

What we have learned:

Image source: https://apps.carleton.edu/weitz/tour/photo_gallery/?image_id=838185



What we have learned: 

• Teachers need to assume a 
radically different role in the 
classroom (act more as 
facilitators of the learning 
process);

What we have learned:



What we have learned: 

• Teachers need to understand a 
student’s conceptual level and 
background when dealing with 
students from different courses 
in order to promote effective 
multidisciplinary teams

What we have learned:
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